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to break it up: since these issues in truth depended, for all
future time, upon the popular acceptance of the one or the other
theory of the Constitution, as well as upon the conyictions of
the public men of the country respecting the real merits of this
con trover.-v. The results that, as we now know, followed this
discussion, make it apparent that the responsibility of Mr. "Web-
ster's position embraced all that is here ascribed to it.

He comprehended and felt this in its full force. But he was
always equal to the occasion, whatever it might be, and respon-
sibility always stimulated his powers in proportion to the pres-
sure that came upon Mm. As he approaches this part of the
subject, he is evidently conscious that he is about to speak to
the sense of the whole nation, and he frames his argument so
that it may be comprehended by all intelligent men, as well as
by publicists and statesmen; using in this consciousness a
" studied plainness of speech." Throughout the argumentative
portions of this grand division of the speech, he employs no
reasoning that is not level to the understanding of a popular
tribunal, although he is speaking in the presence of a singularly
intelligent audience, and is addressing himself immediately to
a body of Senators; and it is one of the most remarkable pecu-
liarities of this speech that, upon a constitutional question of
fundamental law, it satisfies alike the technical and the untech-
nical intellect. JSTothing short of this could have accomplished
the work he had to do; for we can now see that, if the argu-
ment had failed to convince the popular mind, the Constitution
of the United States would ere this have been numbered among
the things that were.

The celebrated peroration of this speech has been criticised
as too elaborately rhetorical; and Mr. "Webster once made this
criticism, himself. But it is, in the first place, quite certain that
it was unpremeditated, and was drawn from him in the excite-
ment of feeling caused by the evident sympathies of the great
and eager audience, of both sexes, that drank in every word
that fell from him, with an interest so intense that the pleasure
and the pain of listening struggled strangely in their breasts.
The very meagre notes from which he spoke contain nothing to
show that lie had previously wrought out the magnificent pas-
sage at the close of the speech which was soon ringing from.all